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On Aug. 1 in Rome, Food and Agriculture Organization director general Edouard Saouma
presented a report by the agency warning that immediate steps must be taken to preserve the global
environment if the world's six billion people in the year 2000 are to be fed. The effects of pollution
are the most evident in food production capacity. The FAO report points out that up to 7 million
ha. of agricultural land are lost on an annual basis due to pollution. At least 11 million ha. of forest
are felled or burned per year, contributing to pollution and erosion. While environmental problems
in the developed countries are largely the results of industrialization, in the Third World the main
cause is poverty, with natural resources plundered for survival. The FAO urgently recommends
large- scale action programs under expert supervision at national and world region levels to replant
forests, desalinate unproductive farmland and halt desertification. (Basic data from DPA, 08/01/89)
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